NO. 4
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
ARTICLE VI, SECTION 4
BALLOT TITLE:
Voting Restoration Amendment
BALLOT SUMMARY:
This amendment restores the voting rights of Floridians with felony convictions after
they complete all terms of their sentence including parole or probation. The amendment
would not apply to those convicted of murder or sexual offenses, who would continue to
be permanently barred from voting unless the Governor and Cabinet vote to restore
their voting rights on a case by case basis.
FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT:
The precise effect of this amendment on state and local government costs cannot be
determined, but the operation of current voter registration laws, combined with an
increased number of felons registering to vote, will produce higher overall costs relative
to the processes in place today. The impact, if any, on state and local government
revenues cannot be determined. The fiscal impact of any future legislation that
implements a different process cannot be reasonably determined.
FULL TEXT:
Article VI, Section 4. Disqualifications.—
(a) No person convicted of a felony, or adjudicated in this or any other state to be
mentally incompetent, shall be qualified to vote or hold office until restoration of civil
rights or removal of disability. Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, any
disqualification from voting arising from a felony conviction shall terminate and voting
rights shall be restored upon completion of all terms of sentence including parole or
probation.
(b) No person convicted of murder or a felony sexual offense shall be qualified to vote
until restoration of civil rights.
(bc) No person may appear on the ballot for re-election to any of the following offices:
(1) Florida representative,
(2) Florida senator,
(3) Florida Lieutenant governor,
(4) any office of the Florida cabinet,
(5) U.S. Representative from Florida, or
(6) U.S. Senator from Florida
if, by the end of the current term of office, the person will have served (or, but for
resignation, would have served) in that office for eight consecutive years.

